Data from the Air Force Family Advocacy System of Records were obtained to examine the rate of substantiated spouse and child maltreatment reports, and explore whether maltreatment type or referral source influenced the rate of substantiation. Differences between maltreatment type and referral source were observed for both child and spouse maltreatment.
LIMITATIONS
Alleged maltreatment reports only included those reports made on Air Forces bases, limiting the applicability of results to other branches of the military. Data from the years of 2000-2007 were utilized and may not reflect current rates of substantiated maltreatment reports. A relatively low number of allegations for spouse sexual abuse and neglect were reported so results should be interpreted with caution.
AVENUES FOR FUTURE RESEARCH

Future research could:
Examine the rate of substantiated maltreatment reports for military spouses and children within other branches of the military Explore why rates of substantiation for child maltreatment reports were lowest among civilian professionals (e.g., child care and school referrals) and highest for military professionals Explore why the rates of substantiated maltreatment reports have decreased over time for both the Air Force and general U.S. population 
ASSESSING RESEARCH THAT WORKS
